distinguished by different marks, so that it was possible not only to see in which houses most cases occurred but how they were distributed over the four years in question. The cannot shut our eyes to the fact that, if it is at school that the infection is received, it is in the home that that difference between child and child is produced which makes one who is exposed to infection suffer, and another not. We have been told of various outbreaks of the disease, the incidence of which has fallen especially on certain schools and on certain classes in these schools, and we may admit these as illustrating, and even as proving the existence of a school distribution of infection; but when, on the other hand, we see how often it happens that many cases are marked against one house?not in one group, but in repeated outbreaks year after year?we are driven to the conclusion that although there may be a school distribution of infection there is also a house distribution of a tendency to catch disease; which after all is equally important.
It has been the fashion of late to deny the influence of insanitation in the production of diphtheria, the argument being that while the general sanitation of the country has been improving on all hands during the past 20 years, and while the diseases most definitely connected with sanitary deficiencies have been diminishing, diphtheria has increased on every side. If this stood by itself it might be a valid contention. But it must be remembered that if the increase of diphtheria during recent years is the result of the intrusion of a new influence, viz., the Education Acts, into the problem, as is maintained, that influence may well have overridden and obliterated any tendency to diminution in the prevalence of diphtheria which may have been produced by improved sanitation. The argument, then, entirely falls to the ground, and we think that the results of the inquiry made in New York by Dr. Hermann Biggs will do much to strengthen the old belief that besides infection there is a "house condition" which has a large say in determining who shall suffer. If this is so, something more than the formal " disinfection
